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Frof . Gsustev Hertz, Leipzig, at an unspecified date during the recent past,

ned 2 ghowdown with Prcf. Robert Rompe, head of the Svions Fnysical Ingtitute

at fumboldt University and head of the Academy Institute for Radiation Sources
Ressarch in East Berlin. The showdown was prompied by a sharp difference of
opinicn tetween the two scientists concerning the wein lines to be follewed in
physica) research in bLast GCermany. Hertz was aware of ibe fact that Rompw, during
the sariliest period or East Gemmany's existence, hag #islded strong politicel in
fivence on scisntific development and that,when he latesr tost auch of hig peiitizat
infinence, he coatinued 1o deterzine the scientific orientation of physicai re-
search i Fast Germany.

—

z's position was based on his findinps with respect to the eiatus of physical

‘ in East Germany .on it came tc drawing up defirite plens for &n East

ar. aLopic enargy oropram, lHertz found that the vast majority of youn; physicists
avzileble in East Germany werse not able to carry out ezsct experiments and

faiie to reolice the significance of exaciitude in physical research. ie a

1w, he tound that 1t would be very hard, if not impcssible, to find adequate

isnl oersonnel in East Lermany to establisk and carry cut the atomic »rergy

g tarine the discussion, Hertz informed Rompe of the resulis ¢f nis findiigs and
steled tuat Fompe was responsible for this state of thing:. He reproscned Rempe
rer havinge eullivatsd renepnl lines for East Cerman rhysicl research i1 which
“areas #nd vegue conceptions” played the main role to tra  dstriment ot exast
sxpoeriveatation. He added that he counted on a maximum = f{rem i0 teo 15 more
years of iife and that he was firmly datermined to change the state of things
durzng inis period, He went as far as to charge Rompe with the responsibiliaty
for delays in carrying out the East German atomic energy program wuich weuld
cerisinly ve csused by the faulty lines of chysicel resesrch snfolcca so far
Hertz jutimated that he would leave East Germany if he did mot succeed in a
resscnacly short time in entirely recrvieatiny the lines followed by ilast German
physicrl researchs

4 st ap:smacs thai, at lesst for the prescniy Hartz tas succendod in convincing the
feot feinen covernmant of the necessity of reforming scientiilc educaticn in bHast
Germany aons ithe lines endorsed by him. 48 2 resiit. Fompe's peedt:on in Last
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hich durin~ the lact cears had slready loot much of its forwor
1ee, tas recched 2 mew lowe It isjyhowever, not coertein thut lertz o

Y ultimately preveil over these of Homoe.
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